Summer2009 Newsletter

News of Interest:

« On January 31 Rural Water
Ventures was the very
fortunate beneficiary of the
delightful music of Alter Ego
band which attracted a large
group who were delighted by
the band, the surroundings at
Boston College and the drinks
and hors-doeves. All of the
contributions received for that
evening have been applied to
funding the project for the
village of Varsovia.

 The Directors are pleased to
welcome to our Board, Cynthia
Ross LauerCindy, who is
Project Manager for Marketing
Programs at Babson College,
has been a very important
contributor to RWV in her
efforts to spread the word and
attract others to our mission.

« |t may not surprise you to
learn that we have found it
quite challenging to achieve
the funding goals we
established for 2009. These
are very difficult times and
many contributors have had to
reduce their donation to RWV
this year. As a result we were
not able to fund the project for
the village of El Carrizal, as we
planned initially. Perhaps El
Carrizal will be funded in 2010.

To recover from this drop off
we will be establishing new
fund raising approaches that,
we hope, will introduce us to a
broader constituency and
increase the number of people
supporting the mission & work
of Rural Water Ventures.
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The mission & work of Rural Water Ventures continues only with your

Welcome to Rural Water Ventures!

Without access to safe water
people live in a continuous and
deadly epidemic. Children die.
Serious disease is a constant
threat. Prospects for
satisfactory health remain dim.
The longer we work in rural
Nicaragua the clearer it is how
many people are in that cycle.

The challenge is daunting, but =
with your help we will forge :
ahead.

Our Mission

The mission of Rural Water
Ventures is to save lives and
to reduce the incidence of
serious disease among rural
villagers in Nicaragua by
funding projects that will
provide them access to
adequate quantities of safe

drinking water and hygienic e Rural Water Ventures is a tax
sanitation. exempt, nonprofit.

We hope that you arpleased to b
part of our community and that yc
will choose to continue and en
increase your contributionsYou
can make the difference!

Where we work
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e Your contribution is tax
deductible and 100%of your
contribution goes to the project
you choose.
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Visits to 2008Projects- Los

Valdeses & Los Alcantaras
by Bill McQueeney

On Friday, March 27th as | was concluding my week
in central Nicaragua, | boarded an old US school bus
for the 5 hour trip to Managua from Rio Blanco.
Moving into my seat, a woman in the seat just in
front said "didn't | see you in Los Valdeses on
Wednesday?" | was really taken back. Thiswas a
first! | confirmed that she had indeed seen me and
asked if she was a resident of Los Valdeses. She said
no but that her daughter and grandchildren lived
there. She went on to say that she came to visit
them & participate in the inauguration &
celebration of their new water system. She said
that after years of worrying about her
grandchildren's exposure to life threatening, serious
waterborne disease, she wanted to see for herself
the new safe water system in place. And she said
that now she would rest easier. Talk about
confirmation of the importance of safe drinking
water and hygienic sanitation to the rural people of
central Nicaragua!

The official inauguration & celebration with the
villagers of Los Valdeses of their system on
Wednesday, March 25th, was a splendid event. It
was a day of great joy for all the people of Los

Valdeses, as it was for our Agua Para La Vida
partners and me. The villagers having undertaken
and completed this project that brings them and,
especially, their children safe drinking water and
hygienic sanitation overwhelmed with pride & joy.
They are transformed in many ways. Their health
will improve immediately. Girls will be able to go to
school steadily. And they are on a new plateau from
which additional development can proceed. It all
begins with dependable access to safe water.

On Tuesday, March 25th we visited Los Alcantaras
to tour the village and see safe water outlets in
backyard after backyard. There was no big
celebration as many of the adults were off site
doing harvesting and generating a little cash for
their family needs. We did go to the school and
talked to the children and their teacher,
congratulating them on their new found access to
safe water and sanitation. We had a very pleasant
visit which concluded with lunch at one of the
village homes.
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Visit to 2009 Project

Varsovia
by Bill McQueeney

The Varsovia project is underway!!

| attended the project launch meeting at the village
on March 26th. Approximately 100 villagers
attended, and showed great enthusiasm and
determination for moving forward with this project.

Varsovia has 350 people and 70 residences. They
are subsistence farmers and are very destitute.
Presently they live in a continuing epidemic because
their only available water is heavily polluted.

The families of Varsovia will be doing all the labor
without monetary compensation. This is their
"sweat equity”. Each family has signed a letter
committing to do the tasks to which they have
agreed and to do them in a timely fashion.

Each family will do more than 50 man/days of
challenging construction work. Included will be:

U 2 springs will be encapsulated

U 8100feet of piping will be installed 1 meter
deep from the spring to the tank

U a storage tank of 12 cubic meters will be
built

U 40,000 feet of distribution piping will be
installed 1 meter deep

U safe drinking water outlets will be installed
in 70 residential bakyards

U latrines for hygienic sanitation will be built
at each residence

The cost of the Varsovia project is $50,033 That’s
$143/person. Thanks to you, this funding has been
provided.

Rural Water Ventures
teams up with Buffalo, NY
High Schools okarth Day

by Barbara McQueeney

Buffalo Seminary (Buffalo NY) launched a Rural
Water Ventures "awareness" campaign on April
22nd, Earth Day. Buffalo Seminary is constructing
an all new athletic facility opening in the fall. In
keeping with its "small footprint™ renovation
Athletic Director, Jessica Heffler, came up with the
idea of raising awareness for Rural Water Ventures
by selling sustainable, recyclable aluminum water
bottles. The water bottles have both the Buffalo
Seminary and RWV logo on them. Helen Marlette,
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Dean of Students, and her advisee group sold the
bottles throughout the day on Earth Day. The goal
is to have the girls purchase the water bottles and
spread the word about RWV and also help the
environment by not using plastic water bottles. The
profits from the water bottle sales will be put
towards Rural Water Ventures. Sales will continue
through the summer school camps and into the fall
and the unveiling of the new Buffalo Seminary
Squash & Athletic Center.

The Students for Environmental Awareness at
Nichols School (Buffalo NY) and the newly formed
"Nichols School Friends of RWV" were pleased to
have a bake sale on Earth Day 2009 to help raise
consciousness of the work of RWV. The bake sale
was spearheaded by Ari Goldfarb '10 and
augmented by Lyman Munschauer (President of
SEAA) and supervised by Josh Ring, science faculty
member. The money raised by the bake sale and
other activities of the Environmental Awareness
club will exceed $300 and be donated in full to
RWV. One of the most effective ways to spread the
word about RWV is through website hits and Nichols
School was kind enough to mention the bake sale
and place a link to our website on their home page

during Earth Week. Our Nicaraguan partner,
- Agua Para La Vida

Agua Para La Vida, continues to provide client rural
villages with excellent support as they undertake
construction of their gravity flow safe water systems
and latrines for hygienic sanitation. .

They are also responding to their organizational
challenges. For example, APLV's National
Coordinator, Carmen Gonzalez, is seeking to lower
materials costs for projects by better purchasing
practices while Jaime Alonzo Rodriquez, the chief of
field operations, seeks to sharpen project design
criteria to allow purchase of lower cost products
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while not compromising essential design
requirements.

The founder of APLV, Gilles Corcos, remains actively
involved in management oversight and technical
direction. But at 81 Gilles is also determined to
assure APLV's ability to accomplish their mission
should he not be available.

APLV provides the villagers with significant support
over & above project design and project
management including promotion of sound health
& hygiene practices, pursuing reforestation of the
spring areas, effective system maintenance
strategies & practices.

APLV is an excellent partner for us. Long may we
continue to work together.

Recommendations for RWV
growth & development by
Babson College team

Rural Water Ventures was very fortunate to receive
the help & support of a team of 7 students,
including a Masters Degree candidate, from Babson
College. The team was part of Babson's famous
Management Consulting Field Experience program.

Each team member brought extraordinary ability,
energy and, perhaps most importantly, commitment
to this project. They grasped the magnitude of the
worldwide public health problem caused by lack of
access to safe drinking water and invested
themselves fully in addressing it's effects in central
Nicaragua. Their efforts were unstinting, their
creativity outstanding and their final report
excellent.

Their final report includes objectives, strategies and
actions that will improve our ability to help save
lives and reduce the incidence of chronic disease
from polluted water in rural Nicaragua.

This is no less than a blueprint for the evolution of
RWV into a more sustainable, more professional
entity for funding safe drinking water projects for
the rural people of Nicaragua.

Page 5 of 6




Rural Water Ventures

www.ruralwaterventures.org Summer 2009

Rural Water Ventures, Inc.
85 Brookdale Road
Sudbury, MA 01776

Phone:
978-443-0727

Email:
bmcqueeney@ruralwaterventures.org

Web:
www.ruralwaterventures.org

You can make théifference!

Rural Water Ventures is a tax exempt, nonprofit.

Your contribution is tax deductible and 100% of your
contribution goes to the project you choose.

Donate via our website or by check

Rural Water Ventures
85 Brookdale Rd Sudbury, MA 01776

The mission and work of Rural Water Ventures continues only
with your help.
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